For many of those in pathology and especially forensic pathology/medicine, the exposure to those injured or killed as a result of trauma is not an infrequent event. To the layperson, the deaths related to trauma often may seem obvious, but deeper study gives way to new information about what happened to such victims. This study allows for empirical, objective assessment in those situations where the mechanism of trauma is not readily available by history or scene investigation. Determining the precise classification of manner and mechanism of death in such circumstances aids in criminal investigation and closure for those who knew the victim. This monograph covering the various facets of trauma is a well done work that covers the subject with reference given to the situations in which trauma occurs. This idea sets the stage for the content of 31 individual chapters. The chapters cover a variety of specific sets of circumstances in which trauma occurs, including major disasters, pedestrian trauma, modern war wounds, injuries caused by animals, aviation accidents, falls from heights, underwater diving, and mining, to name several. Additional chapters cover related yet salient aspects, including examination of adult assault victims, abused children, transmission of infection during forensic practice, domestic poisoning, and the psychopathology of trauma. In summary, the chapters are arranged in a logical order with excellent illustrations, most of which are in color. The text is arranged in a neat, easy to read, two column layout.
The table of contents and index are accurate and concise. Contributors include a variety of experts in various areas of forensic practice from around the world. A bounty of useful statistics and graphs are presented. Much of this information and data are derived from the United Kingdom, with a sprinkling included from the rest of the world. Interesting additions to this edition include chapters on the psychopathology of violence, which examines the effects that trauma and violence have on survivors and those around them. The chapter also takes a progressive step to explore the reasons as to why people act in a violent manner to begin with. The following chapter deals with the "psychological autopsy," in which the study of items and events around the time of a victim's death are examined. These ideas are applied to situations in which the mode of death is equivocal and other circumstances common to forensic practice.
Overall I found this book to be enlightening and very readable. The content is directed at a limited audience but should provide that audience with a useful resource in dealing with the victims of traumatic events. The breadth and depth of this latest edition make for a useful resource for those examining traumatic injuries and deaths.
